1968 AID Harefield Apprentice Intake

50" Anniversary Celebration

Held at Denham Grove - 9 September 2018

Apprenticeship Memories and Mementoes

A collection of photographs, letters and other documents,
supplied by the following former Harefield apprentices:

Peter Berkley — 1955 (PB)
William Patton — 1978 (WP)
Neil Revington — 1968 (NR)

David Marks - 1965 (DM)

Compiled by David Marks

1968 AID App. Reunion -1



Pages 2 to 7 were supplied by Peter Berkley (1955 intake). |
had asked Peter a number of questions about the "early days’
of the Harefield apprentice scheme. | have included Peter’s
response in total, without any amendment.

Some bits of nothing for Dave Marks from pPete Berkley July 2018

Accommodation before Halings House became the hostel in (I

think) 1954/55. | am aware that some apprentices lodged with

the Bignall family, that ran the local coal merchants business in

Harefield.

Sorry nothing.

(I came from home each day but remember evenings stop-

overs at Halings House - photo:)
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| hope Colin can still remember "Ivan Skavinsky" etc
for Saturday !

from Pete Berkley's archivagy

Any evidence at HH of when it was used for RAF
accommodation.

Sorry nothing
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Rates of pay.

| remember my first week's wages in 1955 at AID was less than

£1 (15shillings).
My first salary as a T.A, in 1960 was as hereunder

—

LH.28
Telegrams : Splymin, London, Telex.
Telex No. 22231
Telephone : Gerrard 8031

Ban. 2534

Any communication on the subject
of this lecter should be addressed

10
THE SECRETARY
and the following reference quoted

WAR OFFICE
Co13eDts,

THE ADELPHI,
LONDON, W.C2. 1

‘5&. August, 1960.

The annual leave allowance for the grade on the basis of

a five day week is 18 rising to 22 &
iy daya ng days after ten years

1/8/3662/0.13,Du1

Your Refl -t

Deer Mr, Berkley,

. With refererce to your interview on 30th June, 1960,
I am to offer you an appointment as s Technicel Assistant in
the Royal Ordnance Factory, Birtleye

The National salary scale for the grade is £620
(linked to age 22) x £50 = £670 x £55 - £725 x £80 - £805 x
£25 - £830 x £30 - £9%0. If you take up the appcintment
before 204h September, 1960, you will enter this scale at
£620 less £20 provincial deduction per anmum. If however,
you take up the appointment after 20th September, 1960, vou
will enter the scale at 5670 less £20 provircial deduction,
per annum. Your inoremental date will be 20%th September.

The appointment will carry no right to pension, and
will he subjeot to the conditions stated in this letter amd
the enolosure herewithe It will also be subject to a
probationary period of six months during whish it may be
termigated by the Department without notice. After the
expiry of the period of probation the appointment will
wormally be terzinable by one month's notice in writing by
either side. i

The conditioned ho of the grede, which will 5

normally be spread over a K:e dey week, are 42 per week in
London ami 44 elsewhere, irpluaive of meal intervals; you
will, however, be required [to attend for such hours as may
be laid downe

P, Hs Berkley, Esqs,
A.I.Ds, Harefield.

/The

Southall Tech

irz:ntoat Aa:i;:.:ntl who fail to secure established
appointments in eit of the Departmental Classes (namely
L-‘leor htroioal ani hh-]:.han!.cmal Engineers or Industrial chmu( ts)
or who are nof selec for appointments to tempor: osts of
Engincer III or Chemist III (salary scales tlwnz;m:rzapfor
Teohnical Assistants but proceeding to a maximum of £1,260 per
.'mnu:{ Fational).will not normally be retuinsd s TeGbnical
A:.ni ants after they have attained the age of 35 years. They
will, however, ba considered for absorption in suitable
vacancies in other grades’in the Jepertment. If at any time
during his service it is apparent that a Technical Assistant
is unlikely ultimately to qualify for an establishad post in
elither of the Departmsntal Classel, or for selection to &
temporary post of Engineer IIT orfChemist III, he will be so
tnﬂ‘vmd and adv!.ald to scek a change of occupations

| Please acknowledze receipt cf this letter through the
normal official channels stating whether you wish to ecoept
| the appointment on the conditions set out above. -

- Yours sincerely,

1((ias) PyA, Ovaeck)

Only letter of my results - no interest to anyone else
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Any characters amongst the apprentices and/or training staff.

Johnny Brindle was our greatest character in 1955 intake.

He was a fabulous guy, and always on the make and would
supply absolutely anything anybody wanted form
"unmentionables"” to "unobtainables" (at a price !) He now lives
in States (.a multi-millionaire)and | meet him here once a year.

JOHN BRINDL ¢

OIL & CHEMICy

LIMITED

19¢




Industrial training undertaken off-site.

Stories to tell here!




Cars and motorcycles owned by apprentices.

My first vehicle in 1955 FDU266 and my second AOL 1. Both
were bought and sold for £20, but the number plate AOL 1 is
now worth around £200,000 !!!! | saw it on a Rolls Royce a few

years ago.

—

Pete Berkleys Bike (with F
made up of Harefield Bits

FIRST CAR

¥ B Singer Le Mans 9 (1933)
= ' 4 cylinders 972cc 38hp
| Twin Carbs  75mph



And | did write a rubbish 466 page book vyith 3 chapters
relevant to apprenticeship which is so ludicrous I'd only share

it with my best mates !

about this book

Lucky incidents propelled the author from an apprentice earning just £1 a

week, to Managing Director and Chai positions, for more
than 10,000 employees over a number of years, in various parts of the
World.

‘Diary of a Nobody Manager spells out how luck can play such an
important part in promotion, and is devoted to anecdotes . All are true;
some are funny, some strange, some solemn.

Arising from his work, there are stories about sorcery, voodoo and black-
magic charms, of strikes and riots, caught in crossfire as 1000 Chinese
are massacred, of facing death on 3 more occasions, of being arrested in
Malaysia.

He describes the occupational hazards of client entertainment,
[ ' sexual proclivities, including sexual advances in a box at
Ascot, and lurid adventures amongst the night-life of London, of Paris,
and in Australia and Japan. There are accounts of Company drunks,
incompetents, voyeurs and thieves. There are friends that are led to
suicide, being burnt in public and are even jailed for suspected murder.
However, nearly everything is treated in a light-hearted manner, from
early tricks and escapades at school and apprenticeship, to making up
his first woman director in an all-male envi and to

funny incidents in hotels and airports and planes.

There are tales of jungle perils involving snakes, boar and monkeys!
There are exploits with a Sultan, and his Prince and Queen.

There are descriptions of ous colourful ch met along the
way and incidents as frightening as earthquakes and as scary as
appearing on television (Tomorrow’s World) with his own invention.

He reckons the luck, leading to his in busi started with
being seduced at the age of thirteen, and continued with deat;r in an
ordnance factory, a chance jungle encounter, and a phoney psychometric
test.

Generally, it gives a happy informal picture of incidents relating to
business life in five different countries and of the many humorous and

strange anecdotes - all for some light reading.

h. B a _
v I.. ’\

Chapter 2
‘Backdrop Stuff”
school & holiday jobs

“Two chicken lip toasties and three salmon leg baguettes...I'm
: 3 s
guessing you're a new apprentice.

Chapter 4

Tt

4




Gaining an Apprenticeship - After completion of an initial
application, all apprentices had to attend for a test and if
successful, an interview. For me the latter was held at Harefield
with the Apprentice Supervisor (Joe Palmer. aka Smokey Joe),
plus a member of the Apprentice Board (Jack Langton, who
was one of the on-site Craftsmen). - DM

L.H.32A

Telegrams : Avminigﬁﬁeld.

Tel. No. : Harefield & 3161,
Extn.

Your Ref.

MINISTRY OF AVIATION,

A.l.D. LABORATORIES,

HAREFIELD,
Any ication on the subject of this letter
should be addressed to: . U XBRIDGE,
THE ASSISTAN
7 DIRECTOR MIDDLESEX.

and the following reference quoted:

27th April, 1965
Dear Mr. Marks,

With reference to your application for a Craft
Apprentice at this Establishment, a test has now been
arranged for you at 10 a.m, on Wednesday, 5th May.

Would you kindly complete the enclosed form and
return it to this office., A franked addressed label
is attached for your reply.

On arrival at the main gate please ask to be
conducted to Mr. Palmer, the Apprentice Supervisor.

Yours sincerely,

M. Ladermen CHes)

for A,0. & Accountant

Mr. D. J. Marks,
Waterways Cottage,
Canal Side,
HAREFIELD,

Middx,

1968 AID App. Reunion -1



L.H.32A

Telegrams : Avmin, Harefield.
Tel. No. : HarefieldX@380% 3161. & 2331

Extn.
Your Ref.

MINISTRY OF AVIATION,

A.LLD. LABORATORIES,

HAREFIELD,

Aissic Shads %= £ thi
sh':ayuld be addressed ::: S8 Ibiwsuof Ui Jactar U XBRIDGE,
THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR MIDDLESEX.

and the following reference quoted:
31st August, 1965
Dear Mr. Marks,

= Craft Apprenticeship —————

Further to my letter of 9th Jume, 1965, would you
please report for duty on Monday, 6th September, 1965.

Please bring your birth certificate and national
insurance card, which can be obtained from your local
Youth Employment 0ffice. The wage scale for Craft
Apprentices is as follows:=- '

Age 15 £3 7s. 3d.
Age 16 &£, O0s. 9d.
Age 17 £5 T7s. 8d.
Age 18 £6 14s. 6d.
Age 19 £8 1s. b5Hd.
Age 20 £9 8s. L4d.
Age 21 &10 15s. 3d.

Your hours of duty will be from 7.45 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.
Monday to Thursday and 7.45 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. on Friday
inclusive of 7 hour for lunch, Wages are paid one week
in arrears, therefore, your first pay day will be Friday
17th September, 1965,

e

Mr. D. J. Marks,
Waterways Cottage,
Canal Side,
HAREFTELD,

Middx.

In 1965, my pay (following deductions) was a few pence over
£3. From that £1 was given to my mother for my keep. Younger
apprentices did get subsidised meals in the canteen. On a
Monday morning we visited the Pay Office, to get our supply of
meal vouchers for the week, worth 2/3d (12p) each. — DM

1968 AID App. Reunion -1
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Joining Instructions — The format for these never really
changed down the years, apart from the name of the
Apprentice Supervisor and obviously the rates of pay. On
arrival at the main gate of the establishment, new apprentices
would be greeted by a member of the MOD Police, usually
known as “the MOD Plod”.

The weekly wage for an apprentice in the 1955 intake was
about £1 15s 0d. - PB

The rates of pay and hostel fees at September 1968*

e London Area-age 16 - £5- 19s — 6d
e London Area - age 17 - £8 - Os — 0d
e London Area-age 18- £10-0s - 6d

e Hostel Fee per week £3-19s-0d

Maintenance Allowance — Payable to those living away from
home and whose wages did not exceed £7-16s-0d per week:
For those at AID this would apply to those of 16 years of age
who would receive an allowance of £1-7s-0d.

*Information obtained from Neil Revington

Soin 1968 a 17 year old apprentice after paying his hostel fees
was left with about £4 per week. This obviously did not go a
very long way, but luckily as far as The Nightingale or one of
the other pubs in Denham where beer was apparently a very
reasonable 2/9d a pint or in modern terms....14p — DM

1968 AID App. Reunion -1
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In order to achieve uniformity you are requested
i.:o obtain for your use; two white boiler suits. Tt
1s advisable to have these one size larger than
required as they are liable to shrink when washed,

On arrival at the main gaté please ask to be
conducted to Mr. J, Palmer, the Apprentice Supervisor.

Yours sincerely,

4,0, & Accountant

In the mid 1960s, apprentices had to supply themselves with
two pairs of white boiler suits. | can remember being asked:
“Are you a new apprentice?” It was very obvious that you were
a new apprentice, as kitted out in a brand new white boiler suit
you tended to stand out like the dots on a domino! — DM

Those apprentices from further afield and accommodated in the
Halings House hostel in Denham would also receive
information about the hostel together with the fees payable. A
contact telephone number was given for the hostel warden, but
the number for residents was Denham 3000. | am sure all
former hostel residents will remember that telephone number
for the rest of their lives.

1968 AID App. Reunion -1
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Northern Ireland

Copy : IND/IW/---
Apprentice Supervisor

Procurement Executive, Ministry of Defence

Aeronautical Quality Assurance Directorate
Harefie'd Uxbridge Middlesex UB9 6BF:
Telephore Harefield (STD 089 582) FFASEIFET ext 3

Telex: 889297 3757
Your reference
Mr W G Patton
29 Greystone Park Our reference . IND/LW/-~-
Linawady
County Londonderry Date 25 August 1978

Dear Mr Patton

With further reference to your Appren:iceship with the Procurement Executive,
Ministry of Defence at Harefield, would you please report for duty on Monday,
11 September 1978 at 09.00 hours.

When you report here please bring your National Insurance number, birth certi-
ficate, and, if you have worked, P45. A National Insurance Number can be
obtained from your nearest Employment Office.

Your hours of duty will be from 08.00-17.00 hours, Monday to Thursday, and
08.00-15.45 uours on Friday, inclusive of # hour for lunch. You will be paid

weekly in arrears at the rate of £25.80Pay Supplement I £3.60, Pay Supplement II
£‘1}? Outer London Weighting £5.27, your first pay day will be Friday, 22 September
1978.

Accommodation has been booked for you at the Apprentice Hostel, Halings House,
Tilehouse Lane, Denham, Bucks. The current cost of the accommodation which
includes bed, breakfast and evening meal Monday to Friday and full board weekends
is as follows: £10.Q2for the first 4 weeks, thereafter £9.72per week (these prices
inclusive of the appropriate rates of VAT). The Hostel is approximately 4 miles
from the Establishment, easy cycling distance. The Hostel Warden's name is

Mr Parfitt, the telephone number is Denham 2185. Please let Mr Parfitt know the
time you expect to arrive on Sunday, 10 September 1978. Kindly sign and return
the enclosed acknowledgement form as soon as possible.

On arrival at the Main Gate 09.00 hours Monday, 11 September 1978, please ask to
be conducted to Mr Life, the Apprentice Supervisor. ;

Yours sincerely

ﬁ/deaﬁ‘ra’%-

B R WEATHERLEY (Mrs)
for AO (S & A)

G -

1968 AID App. Reunion -1
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Hostel Parties: These were usually held about three or four
times per year. Always well supported and a pleasant time had
by all. Officially under YMCA rules, alcohol and females were
both prohibited, but the rules were there to be broken.

The price of the ticket covered the alcoholic content of the
evening and it was traditional for the instructors from the
training section to act as bar staff.

1968 AID App. Reunion - 1
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Hostel Fees (1978): The present residents of Denham Manor
(what was previously the Halings House hostel) would probably
love to be paying only £10 per week for their accommodation,
and most probably doubly pleased to be 18 years old again!

/| g
84296 (l/;l "\,C\n-\
SN s e eSO Hostel
RECEIVED with thanks fror’?',}
M AL MARY o . FE
in respect of qugel Fges forﬁweek ending : — The Sum of £ (, / : (;// 2
VA \ A
SRSk ry o) Bt \)'\'\)‘V\('\'vWarden
% ‘ =
R O Sdu B, SRS RSty ¢ (o)
RECEIVED with thanks frém || _
{4
R \_ oAl e
in respect of Hostel Fees for week ending:— The Sum of £ & ]
\ ; k —
....Date . YN YL Warden
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Travel Arrangements: see Page 16

s
PROCUREMENT EYECUTIVE,
MINISTRY
A.QD.
HAREFIZLD, MODX. UD9 6BB.
47 NOV 1981
-L)Qo\s- %;—QQ-

= (\604/ (, v e
TTRAVEL DAGH . g/@ﬂ@_qﬁg ‘_

Q SR e ) POOL
~“ =
Foks | &3 — év ~— DU ..Aoc_nmm;\}t'_j‘

( DONLEARYY  —.

PO&& %&% are not ablowsts Jo
Q@r b s 0l LT AR h"f"‘, Ao
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Travel Arrangements — Joyce Foale was the admin lady for the
last five or six years before the training section closed. She was
always very helpful in dealing with annual leave, sickness
returns etc. Also in making travel arrangements for apprentices,
although some needed a bit more help than others.

| have been trying to decipher Joyce’s hieroglyphics. The
recommended method of travel was obviously the Holyhead to
Dunleavy ferry. Not sure about why the Liverpool ferry was not
to be used but it appears that the Stranraer ferry was in danger
of receiving an aerial bombardment from the aircraft onto which
William Patton could not take his car.

P.S. Joyce was also very good at showing apprentices how to
sow buttons onto their garments.

Storekeepers — In addition to the admin staff, the workshop
side of the training section also had number of storekeepers,
dishing out tools and materials to apprentices. Down the years
there was a selection of storekeepers, most very good at
undertaking their job. Back in the 1960s there was Cyril
Ibberson who was the former village barber in Harefield. He
was also the First Aider. Then in later years there was Dougie
Cusmans, who consumed Woodbines at a phenomenal rate,
but who lived to almost 100 years of age. | can only assume
that his long life was attributable to working amongst the
apprentice at Harefield, particularly those that used to filch his
fags and therefore reduced his consumption.

1968 AID App. Reunion -1
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Annual Apprentice Prize Giving — This event normally took
place on the Friday following Easter. There were normally two
prizes for each apprentice year, plus prizes awarded for Safety,
Most Improvement, etc. Apprentices that had “completed their
time” also returned to collect their Deeds of Apprenticeship.
The guest speaker, who also presented the prizes tended to be
either a high ranking MOD employee or someone of equal
stature from the aerospace industry.

The apprentice training staff used to gain entertainment by
trying to match the facial features of Mum or Dad to the correct
apprentice. The success rate was pretty high.

Apprentice Prize Giving c1976

A “representative sample” of AQD'’s finest. | think Chris Dawes
(front/right) must have borrowed that outfit from his local Used
Car Salesman! Everyone was a character and hopefully still is.

1968 AID App. Reunion -1
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B C A Smith
Apprentice Supervisor
Room One

Apprentice Section

February 1982

T
Dear (O 2 C
/

The Apprenticeship Board has authorized the award of

{. )‘(7 (—.\:{ e

) LS \Y
“— L 2O
“rsessesssncsssae

Se0vccvsrsrnnen

NORTL. LR QYEMENST

to you for the year 1980 - 1981.

Will you please select books or instruments to the

—

value of 7. .. and let me have precise details
by Friday 26 February.

Selection in excess of the above amount may be
made and the excess cost remitted to me.

Congratulations

Yours sincerely

Lt/ (& =

B C A SMITH
Apprentice Supervisor

o

William Patton receiving his prize in 1982, which (I think) was
the final Apprentice Prize Giving held at Harefield

1968 AID App. Reunion -1
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LH.32A

Telegrams : Avmin, Harefield.

Tel. No. : Hareﬁeldzﬁ& 3161,
Extn.

MINISTRY OF TECHNOLOGY,
A.LD. LABORATORIES,

Your Ref.
b ; HAREFIELD,
S e i e UXBRIDGE,
T
HE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR e

and the following reference quoted:

19th May 1967

Dear David,

The A.I.D. Apprenticeship Board have authorised
the award of the 1st Year Directors Prize Best All
Round Apprentice to you for the period of 1965-66.

Presentation of this prize will take place on
Friday 16th June 1967.

You are requested to select books or tools to
the value of £2.2.0d. Any selection in excess of
this amount will be remitted to me, together with
prgcise details of your choice by Friday 26th May
1967.

Yours faithfully,

~ R

FeR”.H, R. S. Jones
Apprentice Supervisor for
+  Assistant Director o

> ~X

sV

1968 AID App. Reunion -1
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Sick Notes — Apprentices residing in the Halings House hostel
were required to get a “chitty” signed by the Hostel Warden for
their odd days off sick.

If anyone ever plotted a graph of Quantity Issued against Days
of the Week, there would be a dramatic spike every Friday!
This indicating either “too much sauce down the pub on
Thursday night” OR a “long weekend” OR more likely a
combination of the two.

AQD APPRENTICE SECTION
UNCERTIFIED SICKNESS

I was unable to attend work/college on:-

;A)
IRtelE) ciianeici (......; ......... SR R
l J A
| 24 e
Do B seinaiscann ‘:". f.‘.’.\ﬂ.‘}..(f...!' ..............
NBI® sesicesnvives W.. l.%i/.vi; ................
/' N
A IS
Cartified \-\/ x,f_,:\z SRR

Hostel Wwarden
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College Attendance Record — These documents (in later years)
were issued by Uxbridge Technical College and had to be
presented to the apprentice admin office for vetting.

Back in the 1960s this document had not been introduced, but
the Apprentice Supervisor obviously had a very positive and
swift system for finding out if you had missed college
...iIncluding the dreaded night classes.

NAME  PATTEON............ ClLAss Eé.l...l.cv e
! lELec. |Moch abhs g* Deou i
N 310}y o2 {122~ k050 R )% <33 -5
A ARREEZ SR EE
£ |0 | Ll Al V] | o ] ETE S
Ixlph | ¢ - Z|m
R AR IR IRE
7 |/ </ / \ / ot e
SOV M N ] s
DSl | LVR| | Al | 8
i 1 va f:
il AL vsh |0 | | e psill, :
Tt L 18 (A ] bl p pesl?
7 R L N 1\
8| /(4 f /‘{g /‘4 \) 26 \) W |
qefer 71— /A y
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Off to join the Legion! - William Patton has been trying to
convince me that he once decided to run off and join the
Foreign Legion but only got as far as the British Legion
(Denham Branch)........ what a Carry-On.

THE
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Vlli;l'lg- c&u. ASSOCIATE
Name of Membefjuslh———————

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

C‘“"———-@-————_———

meUCKS.

Subject to payment of
by Club Rules.

S I 00 SIigNod .. .eiiiieecnnne T creereneeesnnnsasneneans
Date 921 ke IVGS HTv SE,

ember’ 1.(;2‘,@(\6., ..........
This card is valid only for the period covered T"'—%‘é% . *
by the Club subscription year which ends on RN N AR OF

7 () SEP 1979

Member's' SIgNatirg ...oceisciiscessanssnssssseniosas
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Student Life — William Patton attended Farnborough Tech to
undertake an HND Course in Mechanical Engineering. So he
sampled life in the Apprentice Hostel at the RAE as opposed to
Halings House and was not overly impressed.

FARNBOROUGH COLLEGE
OF TECHNOLOGY

STAFF / STUDENT
SOCIAL CLUB

N° 1775

(&1 .._,’ < /

Enrolment No. weoione e

FrsG iy FERLNG.

" 2 e
Namesi ke LAV AT,
Depl.—..t,........‘

L '.‘ 8 {'.xh '.\.A
Signature ...l n s N Expiry Date..........s

~ FARNBOROUGH COLLEGE
OF TECHNOLOGY
STUDENTS’ UNION

MEMBERSHIP CARD 1980 /%

N° 854

Pall Name S LM G . OAT TN orctmens wamaT
sigmiee S DN ...... Do EGINEERING

Full Time / Part Time Stadent Ym.i. An'c, .......

Does anyone remember Joke Shops? Here you could buy a
wide range of items for “practical jokes”. One product line was
imitation fried eggs made of a flexible plastic material.
Strangely when | stayed at the RAE Farnborough apprentice
hostel in about 1968, the cook had perfected a process to fry
eggs with the same rubbery consistency. Very convenient if you
accidently deposited on of these on the floor, as it just bounced!
- DM

1968 AID App. Reunion -1
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The dreaded drink! — Some apprentices got food parcels others
received sums of money from home

This reads: “Dear William — This is something to help you out
but not for drink — Love Mother XXX”

Wisely he took no notice!

P
s

Apprentice Reunion — June 2018
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